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LIFE-SAVING STUDY

heart attack medicat

W The city wili be among three
communities statewide to provide.a
mixture of glucose, insulin and-
potassium:toheart attack patients being

transported by ambulance to a hospital.
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BROCKTON ~ When getting emergency care
for symptoms of a heart attack, every second
counts.

The heart meay be atarving for oxygen and.

heart cells may begin: to die.

But g pew emergencymedmamn dehvenr Y5~

tem-to be launched in Broclkton this summer as
part of a nakional study t.hrough the ¢ity’s hoapi-
tals and ambulapce service:aims to change that.
Brockton will be: ammong three communities
" statewide taking part it & 2-yearnational study

to provide a mixture of glicose, insulin‘and potas- -

sium to heart attack petients bemg transported
by ambulaace to e hospital. -
“In-essence, it's-a way of buying ‘ame -and pre-
tmi or limiting the size of a heartattaclk,”said
Dr Richard Berman, chief of emerg:ency gervices
at Brockton Hospital. - -
Brockton -Hospital, Caritas Good Samaritan
. Medical Center and American Medical Response,
the-ambulsnce service the city contyacts with to

'.n

provide advanced life support services, will take
part in the study.

Doctors say-the comhnahunnf ghucose, mqum
aod potassium can prolang cell ife during aheart
attack unti] more definitive treatment can be gic-
BL.

. Whilé not a.new therapy. doctors said the
study will be a large scale project to test its use

|

_when delwaredvery earlyin the course of a heart

aktack. -

Heart attack paments will be offered the
medicire by ‘ambulance paramedics while en
route to Brockton hospitals starmngm July, offi-

¢ials said.

“The goal is to save Iwes said Dr. Asssad
Sayah, director of the emergency department at
Caritss Good Samaritan Medical Cester in
Brockton, also the principal trial investigator for
the Massachusetts regionel center.

Worcester and Concard will also. take part in
the study, he said.

“The study is being led by resesrchers at Tufts

-New: England. Medical. Center and. was funded

through a $36 million gramt from the National In-

stitutes of Health, said Joni Beshansky, project

director at-Tufts New England Medical Center.
“Brockton hags this:opportunity toparticipate

. in thig national trial, and that's the- excmng part

about it,” Beshansky saif.

The goal is to eqroll over:15,000 pa.tlents na-
tionwide i the study: mMassachuserts Wiscon-
sin, and Texas; Beshamsky daid.



